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with that tenacious regard for ancestral lands which so often
characterizes an Indian peasantry. They found also much virgin
soil; of uncommon fertility, to be had under secure and satis-
factory tenures. This turn in the tide of migration back
towards Berar affected for a time the prosperity of Nagpur.

At this time the American Civil War caused an extraordi-
nary demand for the cotton of these Provinces. This staple was
produced 'both in the valley of the Nerbadda and the plains
of ISTagpur. The stimulus, thereby afforded to trade and enter-
prise generally, raised the prices of all agricultural produce.
This movement filled the pockets of all the landed classes,
and raised the wages of labour both skilled and unskilled,
while it distressed all those classes who were living on
fixed incomes. The numerous persons drawing small pen-
sions, the relics of Mahratta rule, were really straitened for
the necessaries of life, and used to complain that in the midst
of plenty and prosperity, food was being sold at famine prices.
This difficulty became mitigated when prices fell after the
slackening of demand in consequence of the restoration of
peace within the United States and the cessation of the com-
mercial disturbances caused by the war.

While food grains were dear in most districts, an extraordi-
nary cheapness prevailed in the eastern region called Ohatis-
garh. There a populous and fertile plain, blessed with an un-
failing rainfall, was surrounded by hills and forests, whence the
surplus produce could not find an outlet. Formerly the local
markets were glutted with grain in excess of the local consump-
tion. Our hope was to open out communications by which this
grain might be conveyed to many places where it was sorely
needed.

In a new province like that of Nagpur the building of
churches was one of those matters which had to be undertaken
ab initio. Our first care was to finish the new church at
Nagpur itself, in time for it to be consecrated when the Bishop
should arrive. Dr, George Cotton, the Bishop of Calcutta, was
then on his tour of visitation, and his episcopal inspection was
awaited with much pleasurable interest. Nowhere do the ordi-